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Crime has become another major issue 
for residents of the Gold Coast, added 
to the eternal grievances of rising 
water, power and cost of living, rising 

unemployment and falling property prices. 
The statistics don't lie: the Gold Coast is fast-
becoming the crime capital of Australia, with 
more than 80 armed robberies since January, 
not to mention the rise in other criminal activity 
around the region.

Our police force, in the spotlight this week for the terrible 
loss of Detective Senior Constable Damian Leeding - a 
dedicated officer, but also a proud dad, loving husband 
and son - does its best, but needs more resources 
focused locally.

On a brighter note, the Gold Coast is still the choice of 
a wide range of people from all over Australia and the 
world, attracted by the superlative lifestyle and climate, 
quality study and career opportunities and the friendly 
locals. We have so much to celebrate, be grateful for, 
promote and share with visitors, as well as to look forward 
to in terms of major events and vibrant cultural festivals. 

Let's hope this spate of violent crime will unite the majority 
of marvellous citizens in doing whatever we can to support 
the police efforts to rid our region of the activities that put 
a pall over our brilliant Gold Coast.
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The 
“Can Do”
Man

C an Do Campbell is the name even his adversaries use to refer to the leader of the Queensland LNP. Campbell Kevin Thomas Newman was the 15th Lord Mayor of Brisbane from 2004 to 2011, running with the slogan during that time of “Can Do”. He has had plenty of other nicknames (including “Noddy”) during his career in the Army and in business. But his eye is firmly on the prize, or role as servant of the people of Queensland, in the role of Premier of the Sunshine State.
Here, Campbell Newman reveals a little about his upbringing, his beliefs, how his political fire was ignited and what equips him for the top job. 

Where did you grow up and with how many siblings?I was born in Canberra. Because my dad was in the Army we moved around and lived in lots of different places. So I lived in Canberra, Everton Park in the 1960s, England, Sydney, Melbourne, Hobart and Launceston. I ended up in Tasmania and lived there from 1974 through to the end of 1980. I’ve lived in Queensland for 25 years. I have one sister, Kate. She lives in Canberra and is married with kids.
When did you migrate north?
I came up in January 1986 with the Army and I have pretty much been up here ever since, although I’d spent time with the Army in Queensland prior to 1986 as well.
Since we’re all from somewhere else these days, what makes a Queenslander?
Well, I think Queensland is really about attitude. It’s about the feeling about this place. Queensland is a place of opportunity, it’s a place where people can build a life for themselves, bring up their family and build their business. Sadly, that’s been squashed by this government and its policies, but we’ll fight every day to make Queensland number one place to live, raise a family and do business. 
In the armed forces, what were your roles?I had a variety of roles. I started off in the Army Engineers as a junior officer. I was involved in roads, bridge and airfield design and construction around Australia but also overseas in Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. I then had a personnel job in the Army where I was basically like an HR manager for about 2000 people. I was also the aide to a very senior Army officer, the head of the Army Reserves for the whole of Australia. I then ended up in the Combat Engineers again prior to leaving the Army. 

How did that prepare you for politics?
Before I answer that, I also have had another career. I had 13 years in the Army; then I had 10 years in business. I did an MBA along the way to complement my engineering degree and in business I worked as a management consultant in the mining industry. I worked in the Moura Coal Mine, the Hunter Valley coal mines, for Telstra in South East Queensland and for the Hydro Electricity Commission in Tasmania. 

I then spent six years in the grain industry working in agriculture across the central and southern parts of the state. I finally ended up running the whole grain handling system across Queensland, dealing with grain growers, cotton growers, sugar producers, Queensland Rail, trucking companies, storing and handling the grain, moving it to port for export and dealing with shipping companies. So all that has prepared me for politics.
The Army stuff was about leadership and management; doing the MBA and being involved in business was about the business side of it – about the budgeting and the financial management of organisations. Everything I have done has prepared me for politics. I suppose I compare my background and my team’s diverse 

background with the very monochromatic background of Labor party operatives, who all they have ever done is had jobs as political staffers or in the unions. In contrast, my team features a broad range of people including policemen, lawyers, football coaches, small business men and women, farmers and health professionals.
When did the political fire ignite in you?
My parents were involved in politics for many, many years so I have always been interested. But it wasn’t until 2002 when the opportunity came to put my hand up to be the Lord Mayor of Brisbane. I did it because I was so cranky about the way that Jim Soorley, as the Labor Lord Mayor of Brisbane wouldn’t invest in infrastructure and deal with the problems on the roads in the City of Brisbane. So that ignited my interest. And I have had a similar feeling which led me to resign and Lord Mayor and stand for Premier, when I saw the Bligh Government’s failure to deliver on planning for this state – instead they just plan for their next media opportunity.

What are the fundamentals of your beliefs about society and how politics serves the people?
Politics is about actually making a difference. It’s about serving people, it’s about making sure that we leave something for the next generation better than the situation we’ve got at the moment. And my vision for the state is I want it economically to be the most prosperous state in Australia. I want the people of Queensland to be the best educated, have the best business and economic prospects, have the best lifestyle. Basically I want them to be in number one position. That is what I am trying to achieve.

The LNP traditionally has to balance the needs and aspirations of the regional/rural voter with the urban interests - what will be your approach to this?It’s about inclusion and taking on board what people in the cities and the regional areas need. As I get around the state I hear that the people in the regions do feel terribly neglected under the current Labor Government and I have been saying recently that I will be the champion of the people in the bush, as well as those in cities. If I am elected as Premier, Queenslanders will power Queensland again, not politics.
What equips you to be the Qld Premier?
Career background: 13 years in the Army, 10 years in business, seven years as the Lord Mayor of Brisbane. A track record of achievement in the private and public sector. An Honours degree in Engineering, a Masters in Business Administration, good business and community contacts and relationships, and an understanding of what’s required to take the state forward.
What are the main challenges facing Qld in the next 5-10 years and how do you/the LNP intend to confront these?The two big challenges are firstly repairing Queensland’s economy, actually energising the state’s economy - the various sectors, mining, property, tourism and agriculture. We need to repair the damage that Labor has created.
The second issue is repairing our state’s public finances. We’ve got a situation where the debt has gone from $30 billion four years ago, to $52 billion today, to $80 billion in two and a half years time. We’re heading into a financial abyss, the Grand Canyon of financial disasters and we have to confront that. And that is going to take five to ten years to actually repair that situation while we’re still trying to build this state.

Our plan is to save Queenslanders money and deliver more by getting action on the basics and cutting waste.More at http://lnp.org.au/
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1. Top 21982TB $69.95, jeans 9591pb $139.95, ring sa18295r $19.95, necklace sa18114 $24.95, all Bardot. 

2. Tuck Pocket Drape Jacket in Mink, $139.95 Jacqui E. 3. Neddy. A perfect lace up leather bottie for any 

occasion, $149.95 Wittner. 4. Bex. The ultimate leather ankle boot for the season, $189.95 Wittner. 5. Delanow 

wedge bootie with fold over. $199.00 Nine West. 6. Ricky textured skirt in print $89.95 Jacqui E. 7. Ariella Anorak 

in Smoke, $139.95 Jacqui E. 8. Priska. Featuring a faux fur cuff with buckled straps and suede upper, $259.00 

Nine West. 9.His and hers casual winter style at Cotton On.

Winter
All Wrapped Up at Pacific Fair

These winter wardrobe 

wonders are perfect for 

bringing some glamour 

to the both the daytime 

and evening this winter, 

and what’s more, you can 

find them all in one place 

at Pacific Fair Shopping 

Centre!
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Top left: Channing Apple slim straight jean, Kentish Town 

anorak, Rosa cable knit, Mackenzie scarf, all Jeanswest, Pacific 

Fair. Top right, Poker Face jacket, $149.95, Game playsuit, 

$99.95, Tainted dress, $129.95, all Cupcake Fashion, Pacific 

Fair. Rosa Cable knit, Mackenzie scarf, Loulou basic cardi, Zoe 

print T, Dianne slim straight jean, Wellington knitted beret, all 

Jeans West, Pacific Fair. Bottom right: Male: Wella hooded 

canvas jacket, Paul stripe crew T, Idaho knitted scarf, Tri straight 

leg jeans. Female: Zaria Fairisle drape, Candice super skinny, 

Mure sequin scarf, all Jeanswest, Pacific Fair.
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One quick and easy application:

alexami mineral foundation powder is a concealer, foundation and finishing powder, and offers 
high sun protection naturally. It gives your skin the appearance of a flawless, glowing complexion 
while allowing your skin to truly breathe. It is light, yet still gives you full coverage without clogging 

pores or irritating your skin. 

alexami mineral cosmetics are formulated with no talc, no parabens, no mineral oil,  
no bismuth oxychloride, no animal testing, no animal ingredients  

and no unnecessary fillers – just the way nature intended!

alexami is sold through beauty professional and selective online stores.  
For more information visit ‘stockists’ page at www.alexami.com

www.alexami.com
PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN MADE

Perfect Puff Minerals 
For busy women on the go

alexami’s puff sponge uses a complex series of 
holes to distribute powder evenly across its  

extra porous, high quality sponge tip.

             for a 
   flawless complexion that’s  
all natural and all Australian...


